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www.paris.fr
https://www.paris.fr/pages/les-dix-expos-de-la-rentree-qui-nous-font-de-l-oeil-24331
https://www.paris.fr/evenements/azzedine-alaia-couturier-collectionneur-41254
https://www.paris.fr/evenements/parfums-d-orient-40027


� &'��& � ��$ �)! $�%� �$ "&� � �������% �� $�!%���#� + ��#�$ �% �� -�������#����

���� &%�����

(((�$ #%�#�!�#�$�� � )���	���

�#+-�%#+!*�%��*,#�%!

� )9.<4:�,��91-5;��3�-?76:1;165�8<1�56<:�-5+0)5;-�C�3��5:;1;<;�,<��65,-��9)*-
%1BD5J�L�<1�4O3?EF5BD5�45C�@1B6E=C�4�$B95>D�41>C�E>5�5H@?C9D9?>�AE9�619D�F92B5B�D?EC�>?C�C5>C��L�14=9B5B�L�<��>CD9DED�4E�"?>45
�B125�4E�
��C5@D5=2B5�
�
��1E����6OFB95B�
�
�	�/!9B5�<1�CE9D50

��?76:1;165��633@>66,�#<7-9:;)9:���<5�=6@)/-�,)5:�3-�+15F4)�15,1-5�)<��<:F-�,<�!<)1��9)53@
!5�"ECO5�4E�&E19��B1><I�>?EC�?EFB5�<5C�@?BD5C�4E�=?>45�5>381>D5EB�4E�39>O=1�9>495>�1F53�<�5H@?C9D9?>���?<<IG??4
(E@5BCD1BC��L�4O3?EFB9B�4E�
��C5@D5=2B5�
�
��1E����:1>F95B�
�
�	��>DB5J�41>C�E>�E>9F5BC�B9385�5>�3?E<5EBC���/!9B5�<1�CE9D50

��-��0D;-)<�,-�&-9:)133-:�4-;�C�3�0655-<9��6H3��6@7-3�,)5:�<5-�-?76:1;165�C�=619�)<��9)5,�$91)565
+?EC�3?>>19CC5J�CVB5=5>D�C5C�?5EFB5C��=19C�@1C�C?>�>?=			�!5�38MD51E�45�+5BC19<<5C�B5>4�8?==175�1E�@59>DB5�#?R<��?I@5<�
1F53�E>5�5H@?C9D9?>�L�4O3?EFB9B�4E�
��C5@D5=2B5�
�
��1E�
��:1>F95B�
�
��1E��B1>4�)B91>?>	�/!9B5�<1�CE9D50

�(-+� *(#,+� !�*!)*( -�,#('�!,� !�*!)*2+!',�,#('�*2+!*.2+��-�,#,-%�#*!� !� *(#,+� !�)*()*#2,2�#',!%%!�,-!%%!�
�����3+��-/��*,#�%!+�!,�%!�)�*,�"!�+(',�+,*#�,!&!',�%#&#,2+��-/�-,#%#+�,!-*+��-,(*#+2+��
���	����������	��	�
��	

325

www.sortiraparis.com
https://www.sortiraparis.com/arts-culture/exposition/guides/290145-nouveau-ces-expositions-qui-commencent-en-septembre-a-paris-et-en-ile-de-france
https://www.sortiraparis.com/arts-culture/exposition/articles/295932-parfums-d-orient-l-exposition-qui-nous-enchante-a-l-institut-du-monde-arabe
https://www.sortiraparis.com/arts-culture/exposition/articles/295343-exposition-bollywood-superstars-un-voyage-dans-le-cinema-indien-au-musee-du-quai-branly
https://www.sortiraparis.com/arts-culture/exposition/articles/296863-le-chateau-de-versailles-met-a-l-honneur-noel-coypel-dans-une-exposition-a-voir-au-grand-trianon
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www.femina.fr
https://www.femina.fr/diaporama/parfums-tour-du-monde-des-fragrances-selon-les-cultures
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www.visitparisregion.com
https://www.visitparisregion.com/fr/produits/billet-exposition-parfums-d-orient
https://www.visitparisregion.com/#engine
https://www.visitparisregion.com/#engine
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https://www.visitparisregion.com/fr/produits/billet-exposition-parfums-d-orient
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Reportage de 2:45 minutes sur l’exposition « Parfums d’Orient »
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https://www.wsj.com/arts-culture/�ine-art/parfums-dorient-review-nosing-through-history-6432c8d0

ARTS & CULTURE FINE ART EXHIBITION REVIEW Follow

‘Parfums d’Orient’ Review: Nosing
Through History
This wide-ranging exhibition at the Institute of the Arab World in Paris
is a richly scented exploration of the creation and cultural signi�icance of
perfume in Middle Eastern societies.

By Dominic Green

Jan. 1, 2024 7:00 am ET

Huda Lut�i’s ‘The Perfumed Garden’ (2008) PHOTO: HUDA LUTFI; THE THIRD LINE, DUBAI

Paris

Perfume is heaven’s scent, yet it also allures the senses to the physical. “Parfums
d’Orient” (“Perfumes of the Orient”) at the Institute of the Arab World in Paris,
is a wide-ranging, innovative exploration of the trade routes and artisanal
techniques of an olfactory world, and the unique role of perfume in Middle
Eastern societies.

Temporary exhibitions often amplify visual impressions with background music;
the Middle East’s sonic signature, the twang of the oud and the pat of
percussion, tickles the ears as you enter “Perfumes of the Orient.” If curators
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add touch to sight and sound, it is to entertain the children, though adults too
might learn from handling, say, a lump of Roman marble or a sheet of medieval
vellum.

Museums mostly display visible objects. Perfume, however, becomes invisible
once it leaves the bottle and gets to work. The curators, the Institute’s Hanna
Boghanim and Agnès Carayon, hit this sensory challenge on the nose. The
exhibition deploys nearly 200 physical objects, including manuscripts,
paintings, photographs, videos, scent bottles, copper stills and retorts, and
chunks of raw materials across two stories and five thematic spaces. At each
stage, raw and combined scents are dispensed at the push of a button, so that we
smell what we see.

In “Sublime and Generous Nature,” the first space, a large map shows the ancient
trade routes of the perfume business. The artifacts in the cabinet beneath it
include an inscribed perfume burner from the fourth century B.C.; a Roman
incense shovel from first-century A.D. Judea; stony ambergris from a whale’s
head; a manjeb knife for scraping bark to expose the resin of the frankincense
and myrrh trees; and lumps of their hardened brown sap.

The signature vapors are a smoky blast of Bangladeshi oud wood, the pepper of
frankincense, the sea salt and sewers of ambergris, and the earthy whiff of musk,
whose provenance in the anal glands of otherwise unremarkable mammals is
affirmed by a stuffed chevrotain deer, lent by Paris’s Museum of Natural History.
A trio of glass towers contains leaves of damask rose, saffron and orange
blossom. When you blow into a tower, you agitate the leaves and the contraption
emits a floral blast. Even headier is a dark room with three terrariums of Lady of
the Night, which releases its jasmine aroma only in darkness.

Upstairs in “The Scents of the City,” we see and smell how perfume saturates the
social life of the Arab world, from the souk to the kitchen to the bedroom.
Vladimir Antaki’s bright photographs of the perfumers of Oman lead via some
foul-smelling civet skins to the technical details in “Scientific,” the exhibition’s
third space. The ancient method was enfleurage, scenting oils via maceration.
The Arabs worked out how to distill perfumed water and essential oils using
steam heat and copper alembics in the late eighth century. The Italians
developed alcoholic distillation in the 13th century. In the 18th century,
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Incense burner, Mosul, Iraq (mid-13th century)
PHOTO: THE KHALILI COLLECTIONS

European chemists condensed the
fragrant results into the “concrete,” a
concentrated paste that could be
diluted for mass production. In the
19th, the molecular manipulations of
organic chemistry created affordable
substitutes, much to the relief of
civets and deer.

We see a trumpet-like central column
from ninth- or 10th-century Persia,
alchemical retorts and condensation
bottles, and Rirkrit Tiravanija’s 2015
reconstruction of an alembic after a
drawing in al-Dimashqi’s 14th-
century “Wonders of the World.” A
case of colored-glass test tubes and
scent bottles, including a rock-

crystal glass donkey that distributes perfume from its pack, shows perfume’s
penultimate destination, but again, the highlight is olfactory. Alembic-style
copper pipes with bubbling canisters dispense three fragrances created by the
perfumierChristopher Sheldrake. Amber Moon is sweet with benzoin balsam.
Shamama presents the familiar Arab notes of oud, saffron and rose in an attar
(an oil-based scent). Kyphi is a variation on a lost classic from Ancient Egypt, a
dizzying blast of myrrh with notes of cinnamon and honey.

The Egyptians called perfume “the sweat of the gods.” The ancient Jews
shoveled on the incense in their temple, and many Christians still burn it in their
churches. But the austerities of Islam exclude perfumed offerings, making scent
a solely secular pleasure for Muslims. In the exhibition’s fourth space, a burner
dispenses incense to oud-and-vocal adaptations from the biblical “Song of
Songs,” and Yumna al-Arashi’s “Shedding Skin” video gives a prurient peek into
a hammam bathhouse. This awkward juxtaposition of religion and sex reeks of
the persistent kinkiness of French orientalism; “Perfumes of the Orient” was
commissioned by the Institute’s director, the socialist politician and former
culture minister Jack Lang.

Back in the real world, the odor of sanctity becomes the smells of the bedroom
and the kitchen. In the final space, “Home,” the nasal palate is refreshed by
kitchen smells (cinnamon, cumin, almond, and the cardamom in Turkish coffee).
Visitors waft out on a wave of another Sheldrake concoction, “Secrets of the
Alcove” (notes of plum and saffron). The scent’s memory lingers in the mind, and
on the clothes, long after you leave this ingenious exhibition.

—Mr. Green is a Journal contributor and a fellow of the Royal Historical Society.



Lien vers le reportage : 
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Reportage sur l’exposition « Parfums d’Orient » 
Par Nilufar Pourebrahim (Journaliste) et Ali Kazemi (Cameraman) 
Interview d’Agnès Carayon co-commissaire de l’exposition « Parfums d’Orient » et images tournées
à l’Institut du Monde Arabe le 31 octobre . 

https://x.com/IranIntl/status/1737124911897104547?s=20 

https://twitter.com/IranIntl/status/1737124911897104547?s=20
https://twitter.com/IranIntl/status/1737124911897104547?s=20
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